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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION 
Thirty-second Report — “Annual reports prepared by the Corruption and Crime Commission on the use of 

covert powers by WA Police, the Department of Fisheries and the Australian Crime Commission” — 
Tabling 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [1.06 pm]: I am directed to present 
the thirty-second report of the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission titled 
“Annual reports prepared by the Corruption and Crime Commission on the use of covert powers by WA Police, 
the Department of Fisheries and the Australian Crime Commission”. 
[See paper 4889.] 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: The Criminal Investigation (Covert Powers) Act 2012 provides for the self-authorisation 
and conduct of covert law enforcement operations by WA Police, the Department of Fisheries and the 
Australian Crime Commission. The CCC is required to regularly audit and inspect the records of these three 
agencies to determine that they have complied with the provisions of the act, and then report annually to the 
Minister for Police and the Minister for Fisheries on their use. This report provides an overview of the first three 
years of the CCC’s audits. 
For 2012–13, the CCC found that only WAPOL made use of the provisions to undertake controlled operations. 
The committee was told by then commissioner, Roger Macknay, QC, that the commission undertook 
a compliance approach every quarter. In the following reports for the 2013–14 period, the CCC found again that 
the ACC did not make use of the covert power provisions, and the Department of Fisheries completed one 
controlled operation only. WAPOL undertook 48 controlled operations. For the latest period, 2014–15, the ACC 
is yet to make use of the provisions, and the Department of Fisheries completed two controlled operations. 
WAPOL conducted 49 controlled operations. The commission identified areas of noncompliance with the act by 
WAPOL and made three recommendations to improve WAPOL’s administration and processes. The commission 
has noted in the executive summary of each of the three latest reports that it had changed its approach to its audit 
function. At the committee’s urging, the CCC has now widened the scope of its audits. The new approach gives 
consideration to all aspects of part 2 of the act and considers whether an authority to engage in controlled 
conduct has been exercised in conformity with statutory criteria, is reasonable, necessary, proportionate and 
justified. The latest report on WAPOL’s controlled operations contained a significant number of redactions 
before it was tabled in Parliament. Such redactions were not applied by WAPOL in the two previous CCC 
compliance reports, nor do they occur in similar compliance reports tabled in Parliaments in other Australian 
jurisdictions. The committee made a finding that the redactions in the CCC’s 2014–15 audit report on WAPOL’s 
use of the CICP act has made it difficult for the committee and Parliament to undertake their oversight function. 
Faced with Parliament rising for the 2017 state election, the committee has resolved to table this report without 
sighting the original unredacted report. The committee has made three recommendations, including that the 
committee in the fortieth Parliament should consider conducting an annual review of the CCC’S annual audit 
reports on the use of covert powers by the three agencies. I commend the report to the house. 
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